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Senate Democrats are reportedly concerned that George Bush might portray the party as "soft" on
fighting communism in Latin America. They are also worried about the impact on Michael Dukakis'
presidential campaign if the Nicaraguan government were to accelerate its "crackdown" on the
domestic opposition and/or launch a military offensive against the contras before the November
election. In an effort to counter the emergence of a "bad image" for the party, Senate Democrats are
preparing an alternative to a contra aid plan proposed earlier in July by Senate Republican leader
Bob Dole. According to senators who have participated in planning meetings, none of the proposals
being discussed would include military aid. However, the Democrats were also discussing an option
that would permit majority leader Robert Byrd to reconvene the Senate after it has recessed for
the year to consider military aid. Both the House and the Senate are hoping to recess by Oct. 1.
Assuming such option becomes part of the Democrat package and is approved by the Senate and
the House, Byrd would be authorized to recall Senators to Washington under specific circumstances,
such as "unprovoked attack" on the contras by the Nicaraguan government military forces. Part
of the aid package approved by Congress in March $17 million worth of food, clothing, shelter
and medical supplies is due to expire at the end of September. Dole's $47.9 million plan includes
$20 million in escrow for military aid for possible release after Sept. 1, and subsequent to separate
votes of approval by both the House and the Senate. The proposal would initially have USAID
administering the aid. In the event of a congressional vote to release the military funds, Reagan
would be free to call on the CIA to resume management of the contra aid program. (Basic data from
New York Times, 08/02/88)
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